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“I counted, Margaret, full surely many a restless night, while my wife slept,
and weaned | had slept too, what peril were possible for to fall to me, so far
forth that | am sure there can come none above. And in devising, daughter,
thereupon, | had a full heavy heart. But yet, | thank our Lord for all that, |
never thought to change, though the very uttermost should help me that
my fear ran upon.”

“Mistrust him Megi, will | not, though | feel me faint. Yea, and though |
should feel my fear even at point to overthrow me too, [page 155) yet shall
I remember how Saint Peter with a blast of a wind began to sink for his faint
faith, and shall do as he did, call upon Christ and pray him to help. And
then | trust he shall set his holy hand unto me, and in the stormy seas hold
me up from drowning. Yea, and if he suffer me to play Saint Peter further,
and to fall full to the ground, and swear and forswear too (which our Lord
for his tender passion keep me from, and let me lose if it so fall, and never
win thereby): Yet after shall | trust that his goodness will cast upon me his
tender piteous eyes, as he did upon Saint Peter, and make me stand up
again, and confess the truth of my conscience afresh, and abide the shame
and the harm here of mine own fault...”
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“In the time somewhat before his trouble, he would talk with his wife and
children of the joys of heaven and pains of hell, of the lives of holy Martyrs,
of their grievous martyrdoms, of their marvellous patience, and of their
passions and deaths that they suffered rather than they would offend God;
and what a happy and blessed thing it was for the love of God to suffer loss
of goods, imprisonment, loss of lands and life also... He showed unto them
afore what trouble might often fall unto him; wherewith and the like virtuous
talk he had so long before his trouble encouraged them, that when he after
fell into the trouble indeed, his trouble to them was a great deal the less.”
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“And in such wise deal they with him as the mother doth sometime
with her child; which when the little boy will not rise in time for her, but lie
still abed and slugg, and when he is up, weepeth because he hath lien so

long, fearing to be beaten at school for his late coming thither, she telleth
him then that it is but early days, and he shall come time enough, and bid-
deth him, ‘go good son, | warrant thee, | have sent to the [page 159] master
myself, take thy bread and butter with thee, thou shalt not be beaten at all.’
And thus, so she may send him merry forth at the door that he weep not in
her sight at home, she studieth not much upon the matter, though he be
taken tardy and beaten when he cometh to school.” (Dialogue of Comfort
in Tribulation - written while in prison)
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“That your fear of your own frailty, Margaret, nothing misliketh me. God
give [page 160] us twin grace to despair of ourselves and wholly to hang
upon the strength of God... Surely, Megi, a fainter heart than thy frail father
hath canst thou not have. And yet verily trust in the great mercy of God, that
He shall of His goodness, so stay me with his holy hand that He shall not
finally suffer me to fall wretchedly from His favour... And verily, my dear
daughter, in this is my comfort, that albeit | am of nature so shrinking from
pain that | am almost afraid of a fillip, yet in all the agonies that | have had,
| thank the mighty mercy of God, | never in my mind intended to consent to
do anything against my conscience.” (from his prison).
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@rdNg6eniao
1. MY CASTLE IN THE AIR

(5-6 December 1955)

For a speedy conversion of India there is a need to found a religious
congregation of Brothers adapted to the conditions of India. They will go
before the priest to missions and quit it only when it is well established
under the care of a priest. They should have as their patron St. John the
Baptist who was not a priest; he was austere, simple, humble, preparing the
way for the One that would come after him.

The candidates for brotherhood should learn one common language
and another language of the place where one is destined to work. (Priests
have to study four or five languages and so very few master the language
of the place where they are to minister.)

They should dress like the laymen of the place: rough material, simple,
with the colour preferably Orange (Saffron).

Vegetarian meal is preferred. Fasting needs to be observed only those
prescribed by the Church for those active in the field. During novitiate
and during periods of retreats that last more than a month fasting can be
observed. Other fasts may be prudently determined.

One can be admitted even if he be a widower or an aged one if still
fit to work. They should be willing to do any kind of work to which they
may be called by obedience or by circumstances.

Teaching catechism, winning the converts, speaking in public,
preparing the faithful to receive the sacraments, helping the parish priest,
teaching in schools, serving in the hospitals, conducting dispensaries,
orphanages for boys, industrial schools, printing and publishing at low
price the Holy Bible and other Catholic literature, etc., can be considered
as possible apostolates.

Missionary Families
Get families that lead good Christian life to settle down in mission areas.
School Boys’ Vacation Missionary Activities

An organized group of Catholic Students well trained for the purpose
(preferably those who dream of priesthood) may be taken to the nearest
mission stations during vacations that they may lodge there, say for one
week, teaching catechism and preparing children for confession and first
Holy Communion, Confirmation, etc.
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